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Vocation Update
Upcoming Vocations
Events
Oct. 10,
2018
Nov. 4-10,
2018
Nov. 9,
2018
Dec. 8,
2018
Jan. 11-12,
2019

Ordinations 2018
Ad Multos Annos

Hiking with the Saints
Mt. Monadnock
National Vocation
Awareness Week
Tony Melendez Concert
Holy Apostles, Cranston
“Lights and Bites”
LaSalette Shrine, Attleboro, MA
College Retreat
Seminary of Our Lady of
Providence

Feb. 15,
2019

Holy Bowling
AMF Lanes

Mar 16,
2019

St. Patrick’s Mass & Feast
Seminary of Our Lady of
Providence

April 27,
2019

Father Son Bean Bag Toss
Tournament (Details TBA)

May 11,
2019

Diaconate Ordination
St. Philip Church, Greenville

Jun 8,
2019

Priesthood Ordination
Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul

Jul 2831,
2019

Quo Vadis Days for
for High School Boys
Seminary of Our Lady of
Providence

“That which we need above all at this
moment in history are men who, through an
enlightened and lived faith, render God
credible in this world…We need men who
have their gaze directed to God to understand
true humanity. We need men whose intellects
are enlightened by the light of God, and
whose hearts God opens, so their intellects
can speak to the intellects of others, and so
that their hearts are able to open up to the
hearts of others.”
— Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
Lecture at convent of Saint Scholastica, April 1, 2005
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Congratulations to Rev. Phillip J. Dufour,
pictured giving his first priestly blessing to
Bishop Tobin. He was ordained to the
priesthood on Saturday, June 30 at the
Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul in
Providence. Fr. Dufour celebrated his first
Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, July 1
at his home parish, Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel, Bristol. He will complete his
studies in Rome this year.

Auxiliary Bishop Robert C. Evans
ordained Brendan Rowley and Eric
Silva to the transitional diaconate
on Saturday, May 26th at the
Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul.
Congratulations to Deacons Rowley
and Silva! They will complete their
final year of studies at St. John’s
Seminary in Brighton, MA.
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Seminarians Learn About
Diocesan Social Ministries
This summer the Providence Seminarians
in Pre-Theology and Theology participated
in a six-part Social Ministry program,
learning about the various social ministries
within the Diocese of Providence, which
included: Homeless and Basic Needs
assistance (with a visit to Emmanuel

Seminarians with St. Antoine staff

Shelter), Elderly and Hospital Ministry (with a visit to St. Martin de Porres
and RI Hospital), Immigration and Refugee Services (with in-house visits
to refugees living in Providence), Prison Ministry (with a visit to the ACI in
Cranston), Family and Life (with witness talks from clients), and Elderly
and Nursing Home Care (with a visit to St. Antoine Residence and the Villa
at St. Antoine). The program aims to educate our men preparing for
priesthood on what kind of services our church provides on a daily basis.
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2018 Middle School Retreat
Vocations Running Team at Gaspee Days 5k

St. John’s Seminary Candidacy Mass
Seminarian Summer Retreat
Annual Serra Sponsored Seminarian/Parent Dinner

“The Fire Of Pentecostal Zeal”
An Excerpt from On Becoming Fire, a talk by Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto, at the National
Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors in Scottsdale, Arizona, September 18, 2018
Someone who is ordained needs to have the apostolic fire of Pentecost: "When the day of Pentecost had come they were
all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance." (Acts 2:1-4)
Some are introverts, and some are extroverts. Some have more lively personalities, and some are more quiet. Those
superficial temperamental characteristics are irrelevant. Exuberant zeal is not required, and may in fact become a problem. But
deep within, each person who is to be ordained must burn with the Pentecostal fire. As the prayer at one of the ritual Masses for
ordination says: "make these your servants worthy ministers of your altar, and ardent yet gentle heralds of your Gospel." Priests
and bishops, and seminarians, must be ardent: they must be on fire with zeal to serve God and his people. The fire of Pentecost
must burn away all self-referential careerism, as we boldly head out into the streets of the secular city, like the apostles after
Pentecost, in love with the Lord and forgetful of self, ready to lose ourselves in our priestly ministry.
So we search for candidates who already burn with the Pentecostal fire, and who show it by their acts of generous
initiative in their parish and in the activities of their life in society. Our seminary formation program must provide opportunities
to develop and manifest that zeal. I don't want to ordain a dead battery.

“There are two times when a priest or bishop is horizontal in Church: face down at
his ordination and face up at his funeral. In every moment between those two
points, he must be on fire with sacrificial love and priestly zeal.”
One of the joys of working with candidates for the priesthood, as I have done almost all of my priestly life, is to have
the privilege of being with zealous and inspiring seminarians. And that is one of the greatest joys of being a bishop, as I have
been now for twenty-one years: to be the bishop of such zealous and inspiring priests.
If a priest is himself alive and on fire, then he will be able to pass that on to others, as the flame of the Paschal candle
spreads from taper to taper throughout the church at the Easter vigil, until the whole church is bright with the light of Christ. It
has been said that education is not filling a bucket, but lighting a fire; that is even more true of evangelization. We must keep in
mind the example of the Lord Jesus on the road to Emmaus. The two disciples marveled: "Did not our hearts burn within us
while he talked with us on the road, while he opened to us the scriptures?" (Luke 24:33)
So that is what we should look for in candidates for the priesthood: men who are on fire with love for our Lord and with
zeal in his service. And we need in our program of formation to help the seminarians become so profoundly committed to the
life of holiness, that the fire will burn steadily and quietly throughout their priestly life. There are two times when a priest or
bishop is horizontal in Church: face down at his ordination and face up at his funeral. In every moment between those two
points, he must be on fire with sacrificial love and priestly zeal.
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Quo Vadis Days 2018: Undertake the Journey
The annual Quo Vadis Days
discernment camp took place
Sunday, July 29th – Wednesday,
August 1st 2018 at the Seminary
of Our Lady of Providence.
Thirteen high school aged boys
attended. Undertake the Journey,
the theme for this year’s camp,
came from Pope Francis’ letter
to young people in anticipation
of the Synod on Young People,
Faith, and Vocational
Discernment: “Dear young people,
have you noticed this look towards
you? Have you heard this voice?
Have you felt this urge to undertake
this journey?”
Participants enjoyed the
opportunity to learn, pray, and
compete together over the
course of the 4-day experience.
Each morning began with a Men
of Faith video clip highlighting
heroic and saintly Catholic men.
Other activities included an
outdoor screening of For Greater
Glory, Archery Tag (a game
with bows and cushioned
arrows that incorporates
different team based challenges),
and various outdoor lawn
games. Bishop Evans celebrated
Mass for the camp on Monday.
Prayer occupies a central place
in the camp’s schedule, which
includes daily Mass, Morning
and Evening prayer, and grace
before meals. One night,
campers set out on a rosary
walk, traversing the serene
seminary grounds and
concluding at the candle
illuminated Marian grotto.

Several speakers came to give
talks on faith, friendship, and
vocation. Fr. Marcel Taillon
spoke about the importance of
authentic Christian friendship.
Dr. Paul Gondreau, professor
at Providence College, spoke
about fatherhood and the role
of men in the Church and
society today. Recently
ordained Fr. Nick Flemming
offered a reflection on
vocational discernment. Mr.
Tyler Rowley, President of
Servants of Christ for Life,
reflected on the role of beauty
in faith and the importance of
respect for life. Providence
seminarians were also on hand
throughout the camp to offer
reflections, vocation
testimonies, and assistance with
activities.
On Tuesday, campers spent the
day at Mother of Hope Camp,
a diocesan run camp in
Chepachet, RI, where the boys
enjoyed swimming, testing
their team building skills on an
outdoor challenge course, and
making s’mores and praying
Night Prayer around a
campfire.
Quo Vadis Days continues to
offer young men in the Diocese
of Providence the opportunity
to strengthen their faith,
cultivate friendship, and
discover God’s purpose for
their lives. For those interested,
save the date for next year’s
camp: Sunday, July 28th –
Wednesday, July 31st 2019.
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Please pray for our seminarians and for vocations to the priesthood
in the Diocese of Providence.
Rev. Mr. Brendan Rowley
4th Theology

Mark Gadoury
1st Theology

Rev. Mr. Eric Silva
4th Theology

Anthony Hatten
Pre-Theology II

Hiep Nguyen
3rd Theology

Patrick Ryan
Pre-Theology II

Peter Cotnoir
2nd Theology

Joseph Brodeur
3rd College

Matthew Boni
2nd Theology

Robert Caputo
3rd College

Daniel Mahoney
2nd Theology

Noah DaSilva
3rd College

Doan Nguyen
2nd Theology

“Let us remember that LOVE lives through Sacrifice
and is nourished by giving.
Without SACRIFICE there is no love.”
- St. Maximilian Kolbe

