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Vocation Update
Upcoming Vocations
Events
May 13,
2017

Come & See Middle School Day
Seminary of Our Lady of
Providence

June 2,
2017

Holy Hour for Vocations
Holy Apostles Church
7:00 PM

June 3,
2017

Priesthood Ordinations
Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul
10:00 AM

June 10,
2017
July 14-16,
2017
July 30Aug 2,
2017

Vocations Running Team
Gaspee Days 5k
9:30 AM
Steubenville East Youth Conf.
UMass Lowell
Quo Vadis Days for
for High School Boys
Seminary of Our Lady of
Providence

“We need
more priests,
nationwide
and certainly
here in the
Diocese of
Providence too.
As St. John Paul II
said so clearly, the work of promoting
vocations belongs to all the members of the
Church.
Are you doing your part?.”
—Bishop Thomas Tobin
February 6, 2017

Deacons Battey, Brice, and Morris
to be Ordained to the Priesthood
With gratitude to Almighty God, the
Church in the Diocese of Providence
joyfully announces that Bishop
Thomas J. Tobin will ordain Rev. Mr.
Stephen M. Battey, Rev. Mr. Jean
Joseph Brice, and Rev. Mr. Brian J.
Morris to the Order of Priest at
10:00 AM on Saturday, June 3,
2017 at the Cathedral of SS. Peter
and Paul. All are invited to attend.
Deacon Battey, the son of Mark and Mimi
Battey of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Wakefield, entered
the Seminary of Our Lady of Providence at the beginning of his
junior year in college. He obtained a bachelor of arts degree from
Providence College and was assigned to continue his formation at St. John’s
Seminary in Boston. Deacon Battey served as a summer seminarian at St.
Rocco Parish, Johnston; St. Agatha/Precious Blood Parishes, Woonsocket;
St. Pius X Parish, Westerly; and as deacon at St. Margaret Parish in
Rumford.
Deacon Joseph Brice was born and raised in Haiti. The son of J. Arnold and
Rosana Brice, Deacon Brice earned his bachelor degree from Providence
College. A parishioner of St. Michael the Archangel Parish in Providence,
Deacon Brice was assigned to St. John’s Seminary in Boston, MA for his
theological studies and formation for the priesthood. His summer
seminarian assignments include St. Philip, Greenville; Our Lady, Queen of
Martyrs, Woonsocket; Jesus Saviour, Newport. Deacon Brice exercised his
diaconal ministry at St. John Paul II Parish in Pawtucket.
Deacon Brian Morris graduated from Wake Forest University in 2007
before entering formation for the priesthood in 2011. Deacon Morris began
his formation as a pre-Theologian at the Seminary of Our Lady of
Providence. Following his studies in philosophy, Deacon Morris was
assigned to St. John’s Seminary in Boston to continue his formation for the
priesthood. The son of John and Mary Beth Morris, Deacon Morris is a
parishioner of Our Lady of Mercy Parish in East Greenwich. Deacon
Morris attended the Institute for Priestly Formation and served in Our Lady,
Queen of Martyrs Parish, Woonsocket; St. Pius X Parish, Westerly; and St.
Paul Parish, Cranston. He was assigned to St. Eugene Parish in Chepachet
for his diaconal ministry.
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“Be Sowers of Hope”
An Excerpt from the Address of
His Holiness Pope Francis
to Priests, Seminarians, and
Consecrated Men and Women in
Egypt
April 29, 2017
I want to encourage you! Do not
be afraid of the burdens of your daily
service and the difficult
circumstances some of you must
endure. We venerate the Holy Cross,
the instrument and sign of our
salvation. When we flee the Cross,
we flee the resurrection!
“Fear not, little flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom” (Lk 12:32).
This, then, demands believing,
witnessing to the truth, sowing and
cultivating without waiting for the
harvest. In fact, we reap the fruits of
so many others…who have
generously worked in the Lord’s
vineyard….
May you be a positive force, salt
and light for this society. Like the
engine of a train, may you be the
driving force leading all towards their
destination. May you be sowers of
hope, builders of bridges and agents
of dialogue and harmony.
This will be possible if [you] do
not give in to the temptations you
daily encounter along their way. I
would like to highlight some of the
greatest of these temptations.
1. The temptation to let ourselves

be led, rather than to lead. The Good
Shepherd has the responsibility of
guiding the sheep of bringing them to
fresh pastures and springs of flowing
water. He cannot let himself be
dragged down by disappointment and
pessimism: “What can I do?” He is
always full of initiative and creativity,
like a spring that flows even in the
midst of drought…He is a father when
his children show him gratitude, but
especially when they prove
ungrateful. Our faithfulness to the
Lord must never depend on human
gratitude: “Your Father who sees in
secret will reward you” (Mt 6:4, 6,
18).
2. The temptation to complain
constantly. It is easy to always

(Heb 12:12; cf. Is 35:3).
3. The temptation to gossip and
envy. It is a great danger when
consecrated persons, instead of helping
the little ones to grow and to rejoice in
the successes of their brothers and
sisters, allow themselves to be
dominated by envy and to hurt others
through gossip. When, instead of
striving to grow, they start to destroy
those who are growing; instead of
following their good example, they
judge them and belittle their
value. Envy is a cancer that destroys
the body in no time: “If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom

“The more we are rooted in Christ,
the more we are alive and fruitful! ”
complain about others, about the
shortcomings of superiors, about the
state of the Church and society, about
the lack of possibilities… But
consecrated persons, though the
Spirit’s anointing, are those who turn
every obstacle into an opportunity,
and not every difficulty into an
excuse! The person who is always
complaining is really someone who
doesn’t want to work. It was for this
reason that the Lord said to the
pastors: “Lift your drooping hands
and strengthen your weak knees”

cannot
stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will
not be able to stand” (Mk 3:24-25). In
fact, “through the devil’s envy death
entered the world” (Wis 2:24). Gossip
is its means and its weapon.
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Seminarian Summer
Assignments
Seminarians in Theology and PreTheology received their summer
assignments on Holy Thursday. In
addition to the parish assignments
below, the seminarians will
participate in a 5 week seminar on
parish financial administration.
Matthew Boni
Billy Burdier
Peter Cotnoir
Phillip Dufour

St. Paul
IPF Retreat
Jesus Saviour
St. Francis de
Sales
Mark Gadoury St. Bernard
Daniel Mahoney St. Luke
Doan Nguyen SS. John & Paul
Hiep Nguyen
O.L. of Mercy
Brendan Rowley St. Pius X
Eric Silva
St. John Paul II

Deacons Complete
Comprehensive Exams
St. John’s Seminary instituted
Comprehensive Oral Examinations
at for the first time this year as
part of a planned expansion of
their theology program. The
fourth theologians are the first
to sit for the exams before
three faculty members as they
were examined on all they
studied during their formation.
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4. The temptation to compare
ourselves to others. Enrichment is
found in the diversity and uniqueness of
each one of us. Comparing ourselves
with those better off often leads to
grudges; comparing ourselves with
those worse off often leads to pride and
laziness. Those who are always
comparing themselves with others end
up paralyzed. May we learn from
Saints Peter and Paul to experience the
diversity of qualities, charisms and
opinions through willingness to listen
and docility to the Holy Spirit.
5. The temptation to become like
Pharaoh, that is to harden our hearts
and close them off to the Lord and our
brothers and sisters. Here the
temptation is to think that we are better
than others, and to lord it over them out
of pride; to presume to be served rather
than to serve. It is a temptation that,
from the very beginning, was present
among the disciples, who – as the
Gospel tells us – “on the way argued
with one another who was the greatest”
(Mk 9:34). The antidote to this poison
is: “If anyone would be first, he must
be last of all and servant of all” (Mk
9:35).

Cont’d from p. 2

6. The temptation to
individualism…This is the temptation
of selfish people: along the way, they
lose sight of the goal and, rather than
think of others, they are unashamed to
think only of themselves, or even
worse, to justify themselves. The
Church is the community of the faithful,
the Body of Christ, where the salvation
of one member is linked to the holiness
of all (cf. 1 Cor 12:12-27; Lumen
Gentium, 7.) An individualist is a cause
of scandal and of conflict…
…Resisting these temptations is not
easy, but it is possible if we are grafted
on to Jesus: “Abide in me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in
me” (Jn 15:4). The more we are rooted
in Christ, the more we are alive and
fruitful! Only in this way can we
preserve the wonder and the passion of
our first encounter with God, and
experience renewed excitement and
gratitude in our life with God and in our
mission. The quality of our
consecration depends on the quality of
our spiritual life.

Vocations Drawing Contest
The popular Vocations Drawing Contest once again garnered many entries from
students in Catholic elementary schools and religious education programs.
Below are the winning drawings in each grade.

Congratulations to the
Seminarians Installed
in the Following
Ministries:
Admission to Candidacy:
Peter Cotnoir
Hiep Nguyen
Ministry of Lector:
Brendan Rowley
Eric Silva

“Yes, the Lord wants me, and he will give me strength. If I listen to him and walk with
him, I become truly myself. What counts is not the fulfillment of my desires,
but of his will. In this way life becomes authentic.”
—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
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In the Year with Mary, Our Mother,
in the Diocese of Providence,

p lease join us on the eve of the
ordinations to the priesthood

as we pray for priestly vocations with our
Ordinandi
at a

Holy Hour for Priestly
Vocations
Friday, June 2, 2017
7:00 PM

Holy Apostles Church

800 Pippin Orchard Road
Cranston, RI

